“Ten Things” Character Analysis: Inspired by Paul Baribeau
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The questions posed in singer/songwriter Paul Baribeau's song “Ten Things” can be very useful in getting to know a person or character. A lot of information about who a someone is could be revealed in how they answer these questions. Would a criminal and a prom queen answer these questions in the same way? 

· First, on a separate sheet of paper, answer the following questions for yourself. You don't need to explain anything, simply list your answers; if you can't think of ten, no biggie! 

· Next, I want you to answer the questions as if you were a criminal in jail. When you are finished, write a sentence or two about why you made those decisions.

· Last, make up a character of your own... hopefully someone you'd like to write about. Answer the questions for them. Do they have ten answers? Do they have more? Think about what you have learned from about your character. 

Name ten things you want do before you die...

Name ten places you really want to be...

Name ten books you want to read...

Name ten song you want to hear again...

Name the things in your life you want to fix...

Name the things you love about your life...

Name the things that hold you back...

Name a mistake you have made you will never repeat...

Name the reasons why it is good to be alive...

Keep this work! Throughout the next two weeks you will be crafting a story based on the character you created. Don't worry, you can make as many characters as you need... in fact, doing this for several of your characters would be helpful. Also, consider these questions: Do all these questions apply to your character? Are there some questions your character cannot answer? Why? Finely, manipulate the questions if you need to... not every person could answers these questions. As always, please feel free to GO BEYOND THE ASSIGNMENT.

“Ten Things” Short Story: Inspired by Paul Baribeau
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In the song “Ten Things” by Paul Baribeau, the speaker exclaims: “Name ten things you want to do before you die, and then go do them...” In fact for every question he poses, he demands an action:

	Name ten things you want do before you die...
	...and then go do them.

	Name ten places you really want to be...
	…and then go to them.

	Name ten books you want to read...
	...and then go read them.

	Name ten song you want to hear again...
	…get all your friends together and then scream them.

	Name the things in your life you want to fix...
	...and then fix them.

	Name the things you love about your life...
	...be thankful you are blessed with them.

	Name the things that hold you back...
	...and realize that you don't need them.

	Name a mistake you have made...
	…be sure that you never repeat it.

	Name the reasons why it is good to be alive...
	...go and tell someone who has forgotten.


For your assignment, look at the character you have created based on the Character Analysis sheet. Consider which question/answer has the most conflict? You will craft a short story around this possible conflict; your story will must be a response not only to one of the nine questions, but also to the corresponding action. Some possible ideas/questions to consider:

· Your character has made it his/her quest to go to all ten places...

· Your character can't help but repeat his/her one mistake... Why? What is that mistake?

· What are the obstacle that get in the way of your character?

· Who are the people your character would gather? What songs would they scream? Why?

· What does your character want to fix in his/her life? What if they cannot?

Requirements: Your final product will be a complete story of two pages minimum in MLA format; there is no upper limit. I encourage tight, concise writing, but your stories will dictate length and style. Work must be free of “errors”... purposeful rule breaking is allowed. If you choose to use purposeful rule breaking be consistent, and be prepared to defend your choices. Your story must consider the work concerning “Ten Things,” but you are encouraged to GO BEYOND THE ASSIGNMENT, letting the story go where it needs to. 

25 Points: Length and completeness

25 Points: Considers “Ten Things” work

25 Points: Shows purposeful and consistent decisions in style

25 Points: It “burns” / is creative

Bonus – 5 Points: Went beyond the assignment

“Ten Things” Behind the Scenes
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Explanation:     

     This activity is intended for students grades ninth through twelfth, although I feel like it might be best for freshmen and sophomore students. On the surface it is a creative writing activity meant to help students get to know characters they might be writing about, but embedded within that is a personal goal setting activities (step 1 of the activity). This activity may also be used to help students gain an understanding of a character from a work that they are already reading; you might ask, “How would so-and-so from Bombingham answer these questions?” and let the students fill in the answers. Because of the three activities the “Character Analysis Sheet” could be used for, I think the clip and activity are very versatile.

     I choose this clip first because of the versatility I saw in the questions and the uses of the answers, but I feel like the video clip would be great in the classroom as the rawness and simple language would be thought provoking and easy for anyone to understand. There are many “Character Analysis” sheets on the Internet intended for helping students get to know their own characters, but I thought using a song like this might help them internalize the questions and remember them. Also, I hoped with the song's positive message and the tendency for adolescents to be music sensitive, students might enjoy the activity rather than just going though the motions of it – not to mention, the song is only two minutes long so it won't take up too much class time.

     While I don't feel like there is anything in the song that might be offensive, there is always a risk when bringing in contemporary material. Also, there is a chance that some students might not respond to the music if they feel it is dated, but I think that might be unlikely. If the video is ever taken down from the Internet, I have the album, so at least the class will be able to hear the song, which is the most important part. 

Questions/Examples/Hypotheticals:

· How would you answer these questions?

· How would this type of person answer the questions?

· How would your character answer the questions?

· Compare teacher answers to student answers, and let students share...

Georgia Performance Standards:

· ELA9RL3 The student deepens understanding of literary works by relating them to contemporary context or historical background.

· ELA9RC4 The student establishes a context for information acquired by reading across subject areas. 

· ELA9W1 The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational structure, sets a context and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus throughout, and signals closure. 

· ELA9W4 The student practices both timed and process writing and, when applicable, uses the writing process to develop, revise, and evaluate writing. 

· ELA9C1 The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats. 

